
Holy Week 
During Holy Week we walk in time with Jesus starting with Palm Sunday and then moving through his time in Bethany, the 

temple and to the Last Supper, His passion through Good Friday and finally to the celebration of Easter. 

Throughout Lent we have been fasting, praying, taking care of those in need and trying to truly focus on others 
rather than ourselves.  Now Holy Week comes upon us.  The shift of Lent focus is now on seeing the price that 
was paid for our lives.   
 
A priest once talked about a person committing the most heinous act and going to trial.  As the man was 
convicted and sentenced to death a person in the crowd asked to stand in place of the convicted man. He wanted 
to offer his life to save this convicted man.  Who would do such a thing?   
 
Romans 5:8 “But God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.” 
 
The passion and death of Jesus was to save us.  We are sinners and deserve death.  During Holy Week we enter 
into deep meditation of Jesus words as he spoke in the temple, celebrated the last supper, gave us the gift of, not 
only the Eucharist, but the priesthood, how he was in agony but aligned his human will with the divine will.  He 
became the New Adam, conquering the original sin of humanity that condemns all to death.  He was arrested, 
suffered, was crucified and died.   
 
He died for us and rose again in triumph so that we may have a chance to live eternal life with God in heaven.  
But it is up to us to say yes in our actions and deeds. 

Services Offered During Holy Week 

Palm Sunday Mass Schedule 

 Saturday : 5PM 

 Sunday: 7:30AM, 9AM, 11:30AM, 
 5PM 

 Palms giving out for the vulner-
 able from 1PM-2PM   

Holy Thursday 

 7PM Mass  followed by Vigil      
 Prayer and Watch until Midnight 

Good Friday 

 Noon Service 

 3PM Confessions & Divine Mercy 
 Chaplet with Novena  prayers 

Easter Vigil 

 8:15PM 

Easter Sunday 

 7:30AM  — Church 

 9:00AM — Gym 

 9:30AM — Church 

 11:00AM  — Gym 

 11:30AM  — Church 

 5:00PM  — Church                             

https://sldmfishers.org/holy-week


Palm Sunday 
Matthew 21:1-12  
excerpts of article from Eric Sammons 

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of the most 
important week of the liturgical year: Holy Week. It is 
during Holy Week that the Church is called to meditate 
deeply on the mysteries of the Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. This is the week 
of our salvation.  
 
There are so many rich nuggets to be found in this 
beautiful Sunday of the liturgical year.  In 
understanding the richness of the Old Testament as a 
foreshadowing of Jesus and salvation we first look at 
the symbolism of the lamb.  In the feast of the 
Passover the lambs were to be brought in on the 10th 
day of the month. On the 14th day, if they were found 
without blemish or spot, they were to be offered at 
twilight (Exodus 12).   
 
At the time of Jesus, lambs were brought into 
Jerusalem the same day as Jesus rode in.  Recall the 
baptism of Jesus by John who stated  “Behold, the 
Lamb of God.”  Jesus, was without stain of sin. He was 
without blemish and on the 14th day, he too, would be 
offered.  That is why we read the longest gospel  of the 
year on Palm Sunday.  We recall that Jesus was the 
lamb without blemish who was offered for our sins, 
our transgressions. 
 
This week we walk in time with Jesus.  First by his 
glorious entrance into Jerusalem while he was 
recognized by the masses hailing him as King as they 
cried out “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord, Hosannah in the highest.” Secondly, by joining 
Jesus each day as He entered the temple and 
preached.  We too can go to Mass daily and take in the  
Holy Triduum. 
 
In our lives we fall to sin and temptation.  We have 
cried out to God and asked for his saving help only to 
turn away to sin again. At time, we fail to treat others 
with dignity and respect when we find a blemish in 
their personality or demeanor.  This week we recall 
our frail nature and give everything to God and trust in 
his mercy. 
 
As we enter into holy week, may we empty ourselves 
in service to God and to our fellow man.  May we take 
the sacrifices we made during Lent and be set on fire 
through sanctifying grace to share with others the 
good news: that they are loved,  that Jesus paid the 
price and died for them, that  God is merciful, kind and 
slow to anger.  This week let us experience, in full, the 
love of God and the covenantal oath of  His sacrifice. 

“They took 
branches of palm 
trees and went 
forth to meet 

him, and cried, 
Hosanna! 

Blessed is he 

who comes in the 
name of the 

Lord!” 

Palms will be available to pick up 

outside the Church at 

1PM & 2PM on Palm Sunday 



Holy Thursday by Fr. Haan 
Jesus knew His time was running short. It was merely time for all to be 
accomplished. But before He would courageously climb Calvary on Good Friday, 
Jesus would establish two wondrous mysteries in the Upper Room with his twelve 
apostles. In the backdrop of the Jewish observance of the Passover feast, Our Lord 
gave us the gift of Himself with the simple words, “This is my body…” He did so 
in order to perpetuate in every age the saving sacrifice He would offer the next day 
and to remain present among His people until the end of time. It was to give 
supernatural and supersubstantial sustenance to strengthen and refresh Christians 
along their pilgrim way. In this very first Mass, Christ is both the priest who 
willingly makes the sacrifice and the victim who is offered. And we recall that this 
event is a double institution: Our Lord establishes the priesthood with the charge to 
“do this in memory of me.” 

 

Without the priesthood, there would be no gift of the Holy Eucharist. Without the 
Eucharist, there would be no Church, but rather a collection of individuals devoted 
to the teaching and memory of a past event. It is because of Holy Thursday that we 
are able to encounter this past event in the present. Liturgically, we will 
commemorate this profound institution of the Holy Eucharist and the Holy 
Priesthood in the liturgy of Holy Thursday, a profound night for all Catholics. The 
Mass concludes with a short Eucharistic procession to an altar of repose, imitating 
Our Lord’s entrance into the darkness of the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. At 
midnight, the sacred Host is removed from the church and the desolate Good 
Friday begins. 

Watch Through the Night 

Holy Thursday following Mass 

8PM to Midnight 

As Jesus is reposed we keep watch with him through the 
night.  In Matthew 26:40 we see Jesus approach the 
apostles before he is arrested: “And he came to the 
disciples and found them sleeping;  and he said to Peter, 
‘So, could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and 
pray that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit 
indeed is willing but the flesh is weak.” 



Why do we call the Friday when we recall Jesus passion, suffering and death good?  Because 
this day is holy. This day is sacred. This day is the day that Jesus came to his weakest moment 
to bring about God’s greatest work.   
 
When you walk into the Church on Good Friday, the altar is stripped, the sanctuary is not 
adorned and the tabernacle is empty. As we see the tabernacle door open and the sanctuary 
candle dark, there is silence and quiet that consumes the sanctuary at the loss of God’s 
presence.   
 
The liturgy today is simple and without the sacrifice of the Mass.  We recall the last words of 
Christ. We remember all Jesus’ tribulations that have taken place in the past hours and through 
the night.  We hear “This is the wood of the cross, on which hung the savior of the world.” We 
are invited to come forward and venerate the Cross. 
 
Our kiss, or touch of the cross can rend the heart as we look upon the it and remember the 
words of St. Francis; “Love is not loved!”  It is our sins that weighed so heavily on him in the 
garden that he sweat blood.  It is our sins that scourged him.  It is our sins that forced him to 
carry the cross and suffer crucifixion. But it is God’s love for us that he was willing to go 
through all of this to save us. 
 
This day we are still able to receive Jesus in the Eucharist but it is a day that our union should 
mostly be remembered as the consummative love of the divine bridegroom for his bride and 
the union with the cross. (Colossians 1:24) 
 
We remember that Christ suffered for us and that all our suffering can be offered with His.  All 
our suffering can reverberate into the world through God’s grace and make an impact. 
 
So, on Good Friday, the holiness, the sacredness of this day falls upon our purposeful turning 
from sin to the face of God.  On this day, we fully open our hearts, our minds, our bodies, our 
souls to the love of Christ. 
 
As Jesus’ heart is pierced by the spear may God’s blood and water that gushed forth for souls 
be allowed into our hearts to sanctify us, to bring us to holiness and to rend our hearts from all 
that ties us to sin. 

This is the one day of the year that Mass is not held anywhere in the world.  It is a day to remember the 

ultimate sacrifice that was paid for humanity to have the hope of salvation. 

Blood and Water Gushed Forth for Souls 

Good 
Friday 

Divine Mercy Novena Starts on Good Friday   
The prayers for the novena will be prayed at 3pm on Good Friday and then each day of 

the Novena after Mass except on Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday. 



The Beauty and Symbolism of the Easter Vigil  
• Service of Light: The service usually begins 

outside the Church and the Church itself is 
dark with the tabernacle empty.  A Paschal 
Candle is prepared with a beautiful prayers 
and marks from the priest as he says “By his 
holy and glorious wounds, may Christ the 
Lord guard us and protect us.  He then lights 
the candle from the new fire saying “May the 
light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the 
darkness of our hearts and minds.  Then the 
procession begins as we move into the 
Church.  Slowly the church is lit as each 
person lights their neighbors candle that light 
source began from the Paschal Candle.   

• Liturgy of the Word: Salvation History is the 
story of our salvation from God.  Still in 
darkness, nine readings are provided to walk 
us through the beautiful journey of God’s 
love for humanity, his covenants and the 
wooing of a groom for his bride.  Through 
these readings we see that God is continually 
offering himself in different ways, teaching 
us new things so that our joy may be 
complete.   During Lent we have not heard 
the Alleluia before the Gospel readings, but 
tonight we sing Alleluia before the Gospel.  
The lights come on and the whole 
atmosphere of the Church changes. 

• Liturgy of Baptism: At this time we see all 
those who have been preparing for Baptism.  
These new members are welcomed into the 
Church.  Some are babies, some are children, 
some are adults.  This is the first Sacrament 
of Initiation that opens the door to all the 
other graces of the Sacraments.  It is in this 
Sacrament that we become children of God 
and enter into the Mystical Body of Christ.  
The RCIA candidates are Confirmed after 
receiving the Sacrament of Baptism and later 
will receive the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  

• Liturgy of the Eucharist: The Mass resumes 
as the entire church recalls the sacrifice that 
was made on Good Friday, the gift that was 
given of the Holy Eucharist and the 
Priesthood on Holy Thursday. We enter into 
the sacrifice of Jesus death and resurrection.  
This is the climax of the Easter Vigil and 
every Mass.  We receive Jesus in the Holy 
Sacrament of the Eucharist where we are 
united in a spiritual union that is closer than 
the spousal union of husband and wife.  At 
the end of Mass we take the gift of Christ 
within us to the world as the priest states 
“The Mass is ended, go in peace”  and we 
respond “Thanks be to God.”  

Crushed for Our Iniquities: Isaiah 53 

“Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet 

we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 

But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our 

iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 

and by his bruises we are healed.   All we like sheep have gone 

astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has laid 

on him the iniquity of us all.  He was oppressed, and he was 

afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to 

the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so 

he did not open his mouth... The righteous one, my servant, shall 

make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.  

Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall 

divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself 

to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore 

the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” 


